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Why Does The EU Always Pick On Packaging
By Martin Williams

"No one has ever seen a photograph of one tonne of CO2 but politicians can readily point to packaging
waste which is visible to consumers every day"

THIS statement by an executive for a multi-national packaging manufacturer beautifully describes why
packaging remains a convenient environmental scapegoat and why an increase in more harmful
attacks on packaging from the political quarter can be expected in the coming years.

Later this year EU leaders meet for a mid—term review of progress towards achievement of the 2010
goals set for Europe's economy, known as the Lisbon strategy. As already signalled by the recent Kok
Report, Europe is falling behind our competitors economically, so European leaders and the European
Commission are unlikely to advocate more environmental legislation.

Two big EU environmental programmes - climate change, with its emissions trading scheme already in
place and the chemical proposals known as REACH - are already the cause of anxiety among
industrial leaders who see them as a further burden on our economies at a time when Europe is
struggling to keep up with North American and Asian growth rates.

Precisely because of this slackening in demand for more environmental regulation in other areas,
packaging will remain the soft and convenient option for those politicians keen to be regarded as caring
for our environment.

While 2004 marked the 10th anniversary of the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive and a large
part of these past years have been devoted to issues surrounding the recovery and recycling of
packaging, the current trend and likely future direction of regulations on packaging and packaged
goods is becoming more complex, with potentially higher risks for industry.

Foremost among the new attacks on packaging is the alarming notion increasingly being heard from
officials of some Members States: that packaging is somehow harmful for the environment is therefore
ecologically undesirable and the solution likes in its taxation. Indeed this was the message from
Belgian Prime Minister, Guy Verofstady, when we announced a big increase in taxes on packaging.
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The introduction of taxes on non-refillable beverage containers and their increase by 50% from one
year to the next in Belgium illustrates this, Belgian tax on some packaging is greater than the price of
the product.

Is packaging to become the next tobacco or petrol product that governments use to raise tax revenue?
We see this trend in new legislation proposed in Hungary to continue product fees for packaged goods
while maintaining producer responsibility obligations to contribute to packaging waste recovery
schemes. And the German government is determined to enshrine in legislation the concept of "good
and bad packaging", which encourages further discrimination. Little opposition to this idea is heard
from the European Commission.

These developments and others like them, if uncontested by our industry, threaten every company with
an economic stage in packaging, potentially leading to a narrowing of choice of packaging and
packaging materials and risk hampering innovation, the life blood of our business.

For further information about Labelling, visit

www.etiquette.co.uk

- the UK's experts in labels &amp;

labelling.

Reasons To Keep The Adhesive Packaging Tape Sticking Around
By John Francis

Adhesive packaging tape is one kind of tape that you will want to keep close at hand. Adhesive
packaging tape is useful for many jobs around the house and office.

Planning a move? If you are moving and will be doing the packing yourself, make sure you have plenty
of adhesive packaging tape. Nothing holds a box together as well as adhesive packaging tape. Moving
companies use this product because it is strong and can be used to close a box that holds household

or office items. Adhesive packaging tape will keep the box from opening and the contents from spilling.

When you are the one who gets to pack all the dishes, books, small appliances, decorative items,
linens and clothing you will be glad to have adhesive packaging tape within your reach. If you use
strong boxes and good adhesive packaging tape you should not need to worry about your possessions
making it safely across town or across the country.

Time for one of the kids to go away to college? This is another time for adhesive packaging tape. You
can help them box up all the things they will need for school.
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Let's say it's a few years later and the kids are ready to get their own apartment or house. Round up
the adhesive packaging tape, clean out their bedroom and closet and send them packing, literally!

The time may come when you need to go through a parent's home. There will be years of memories
and treasures to look through. Purchase some boxes and adhesive packaging tape and you will be
able to box up your favorite keepsakes and also send a box or two to other family members.

If you need to clean out the attic, garage or basement you may find that adhesive packaging tape is
necessary. Whether you are keeping things or giving them away the adhesive packaging tape will help
you get everything in order.

When you want to send a gift to someone who lives out-of-state you can use adhesive packaging tape.
Masking tape will not always do the job but adhesive packaging tape is a good choice because it will
keep the gift safely taped. Put your gift in a box, secure it with adhesive packaging tape and sent it to
that special friend or family member.

As you can see, there are many reasons to keep adhesive packaging tape sticking around your house
or office.

http://adhesives—i.com
Everything you need to know about adhesives from adhesive dispensers to

wood floor adhesive.
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