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This was news to me. It might be news to you too:

MP3 is NOT free to use if you're an online publisher. BUT — let me be clear — there are some opt-outs.
It appears you don't have to pay any license fees if:

It's for personal use or non commercial reasons (not generating income). OR - if your company
revenue is below $100,000 a year.

Now, these rules might change of course. Make sure to check these yourself and ensure you're up to
date by visiting mp3licensing.com for full details.

However, when there's alternatives | don't see why anyone publishing audio online would want to or
should publish in MP3 format.

So what's the best alternative? Well — it's all about OGG.

Okay, a slightly strange name. Here are the facts:

OGG is just as high quality as MP3.

OGG is just as quick to download as MP3.

OGG is open source - this means no fees due, ever (for full details on OGG visit vorbis.com).

The only current downside of OGG is that it isn't as widely supported by audio players as MP3.
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BUT - I'm convinced this will change. As more and more online publishers say "No!" to paying hefty
and unnecessary licensing fees, more and more audio will be published online in OGG format,
meaning more and more audio players will support OGG.

So if you're currently publishing audio online in MP3 format, what does this mean for you?
Well, my advice is to convert your audio from MP3 format to OGG format, without delay.

Now I'll admit it can be a little bit time consuming, but once it's done, it's done. And would you rather
make a little effort to convert your audio, or pay licensing fees year after year?

So how do you convert MP3 to OGG? Easy — use an audio converter. You'll find a ton of high quality
free ones by searching download.com and also sourceforge.net. My personal favorite is WinLAME
(awful name, great software) from winlame.sourceforge.net.

So use WIinLAME to convert your MP3 to OGG. Pay attention to keeping the MP3 and OGG files
around the same size (I've actually found OGG files to be slightly smaller). And then compare the
audio quality. I'll be surprised if you can find any difference between them.

Now this conversion process might take a while. For about six hours of audio it took my computer at
least a couple of hours of processing time. But | just left the computer to it and came back when it was
done. You can even leave this process running overnight if you have a lot of audio to convert.

Now here's an extra snippet you need to pay attention to:

Some OGG audio has "Tags". Tags are extra information inside the audio file which often includes the
name of the song for example.

At this time (this will probably change) some audio players have trouble playing OGG with "Tag"
information in them. So take the tag information out. It's easy and doesn't affect the audio in any way -
here's how you do it:

Download "MP3Tag" from mp3tag.de/en/. Install the software, and start it up. Then just choose to
"Remove All Tags" from your OGG files. This process takes literally two minutes but is very important.

Now after you've converted and de—tagged the OGG audio, you'll need to upload it to your server of
course.

Then you'll have to change all your download links. This is fiddly, but needs to be done. For example -
you would need to change all your links from:

www.domain.com/folder/audio.mp3

To:
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www.domain.com/folder/audio.ogg
Then test every download link to make sure it's working correctly.

Important Note: Don't forget about the audio you've got in Zip files too. You'll need to recreate those
Zip files with OGG audio instead of MP3 audio and re—upload them.

If you're not sure where all the MP3 and Zip files are on your websites, here's an easy way to list them:

Now, this only works on Unix—based servers (which covers Linux servers, FreeBSD...etc — ask your
web host if you're not sure)...

This is pretty advanced so don't do this if you're not comfortable with the process. Or ask your web
host to do it for you if they're happy to do that:

You need to Telnet into your server and then type the following:

find . | grep mp3 > allmp3

Then type:
find . | grep zip > allzip
This will then give you two files on your server: allmp3 & allzip

Download these files and take a look at them in a text editor. They'll show you the path of every MP3
and Zip file on your server so that you can quickly and easily find which files you need to convert to
OGG. Dead handy.

Okay - so after you've converted and uploaded the audio, you'll need to change the text around the
download links. You'll need to take out any mention of "MP3" from your website.

| don't suggest replacing it with "OGG" on a sales page for example since that will probably confuse
people. Just replace "MP3" with "downloadable audio” or "high quality downloadable audio”.

And then on your download pages mention that the audio is in OGG format which is just as high quality
as MP3 and just as quick to download. Then link to a couple of audio players that you know for a fact
support OGG.

The audio players | personally mention are Winamp from winamp.com and Quintessential Player from
guinnware.com.

Important Note About Winamp: As | write this only the Full version (not the Lite version) of Winamp
supports OGG successfully. So make sure to tell your visitors to download and install that version. It's
still free though so your visitors won't have to spend any extra money just to listen to your audio.
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And that's pretty much all the steps needed to convert your published audio from MP3 to OGG, which
can save you a small fortune in licensing fees without compromising audio quality or speed of
download.

Louis Allport is the creator of over thirty (and counting) unique and high quality information products
selling very successfully online. Louis is directly involved with every step of the product creation and
marketing process including finding the market, creating the content, building the marketing process
and materials, as well as developing consistent and qualified traffic streams. One of Louis' recent
products reveals a proven four—step formula that can make creating best—selling online products a lot
more predictable:

http://www.createoffers.com/new/

The Seller's Creed

By Rick Beneteau

I will not make sales. | will make Customers.

| will target the heart of my Customer. Never their wallet.
My Customer is the lifeblood of my business.

Though | may sell my Customers what they want, | will deliver what they need and make their lives
better.

Courtesy and Service are cornerstones of my relationship with my Customer.

I will view complaints as opportunities . . . opportunities to create lifelong Customers.

The quality of my products and how | treat my Customers will determine the level of My Success.
My prosperity will come from “growing' people.

My best advertisement is my product, and, the Customer service behind it.

Making money without making friends is not good business.

I will guide my business with the perfect blend of heart and mind.

I will make Integrity my trademark. After all, isn't integrity all | have and all | will be remembered for?
| will compete only against myself as the only true measurement is against myself.

It is fine to falil. In fact, it is most often a requirement of success.
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My reputation is everything — my ego, nothing.
Every pittance | earn unjustly is a debt of fortune | must repay.

No matter the fame or fortune that may follow me, My values, My family and My friends must remain at
the very core of my being.

Better | be trusted and respected, than be materially rich.
Better | be a dolphin swimming with sharks, than a shark.
(you can download an mp3 of The Seller's Creed here:

http://www.bettersalesrightnow.com/creed.mp3

)

© Rick Beneteau

Rick is co—creator of the breakthrough Make Every Day A Great Day Program. Read the powerful,
life—changing testimonials and discover how this revolutionary product can dramatically change Your
Life too!:

http:/mwww.MakeEveryDayAGreatDay.com/yes

The Seller's Creed

Downloading MP3's Made Easy

Are ready to buy a portable mp3 player?
Where can | get a free mp3 to wave converter?
Where can | get song lyrics online?
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