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Why You Need A Compost Tumbler For Your Garden

By Anthony Tripodi

If you're looking to turn your garbage into gardener's gold and do it in a hurry, then you should try a

compost tumbler. If you have a compost bin then you know how great it is to add compost to your
flower beds and vegetable garden. But making compost takes time and it's usually in short supply. A
compost tumbler is a great time saver when making compost.

Some gardeners believe that compost is better than fertilizer because it doesn't just feed your plants, it
also improves your soil. Improving your soil keeps your plants healthier so they grow stronger and
more capable of fighting off diseases or beating droughts. Compost is decomposed organic matter and
is high in nutrients that plants love. Bacteria and other micro organisms help break down that
decomposing organic matter and their short life cycles become part of the process itself. When they
reproduce their offspring continue the process while the parents bodies break down and add to the
organic matter. It's nature's way of recycling.

Creating compost will usually take a couple of months. If you get the ratio of browns to greens right,
turn the pile to keep it aerated and don't let it dry out you'll be rewarded with fresh earthy compost. The
more you tend your compost pile, the quicker your garden waste will become compost. Neglect the pile
and it will still become compost but it'll take a lot longer. For an example of this examine the rich soil in
a forest. As leaves and tree litter fall to the ground, there isn't anyone there making sure it's the same
wetness as a wrung out sponge. But by the time the next season rolls around, a lot of those leaves
have begun decomposing and in the process, they're feeding the trees and the cycle continues without
any help from man.

The gardening season can be very short depending on where you live. In the Northeast we have about
4 months of time to grow the flowers, fruits and vegetables that we love. So unless you have a huge
bin of compost ready to go on the first day of spring you'll need some more during the growing season.
A compost tumbler is perfect for making compost fast. Now you probably won't make enough compost
to fill new beds but the amount you can make is perfect to give your plants and nice top dressing.

Or if you are a composter with a pest problem, the compost tumbler will keep the critters out of your
pile. The most popular tumblers are sealed up and only have holes for air. If rodents or snakes have
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been problems for you in the past then the compost tumbler is the solution that you've been looking for.

There's a few things you'll need to do a little differently if you're used to bin composting. First off, you'll
need to add all the raw materials at once. Don't continue adding or else your compost will never be
done. Add what you want and then start turning. Try to turn it everyday. If not everyday then at least a
few times a week. The first few batches will take the longest unless you already have some compost
that you can toss into the tumbler. Or you can use a compost activator. That's all activators really are
anyway. Just someone's else's compost to help get your pile started. The bacteria and micro
organisms have to get in there somehow.

Be sure not to over water when using a compost tumbler. Moisture doesn't escape as easily inside the
tumbler as with a regular compost bin. And most likely your ingredients such as grass clippings or
coffee grinds were already moist to begin with.

After about 3 weeks the compost should start to look like compost. It should be an even color and you
shouldn't be able to tell what you put in the tumbler. If your waste is still recognizable then let it
decompose a while longer. And don't forget to smell your compost. It should have a nice earthy smell
to it.

If you're looking for a neat & compact composting solution that works quickly and won't receive a lot of
attention from your neighbors, then look into a compost tumbler. You'll be tumbling your way to a great
garden this season.

Anthony Tripodi is the webmaster of

http://WatchItRot.com

− The Compost Guide. For more information

about Compost Tumblers and all of your composting and gardening needs, please visit

http://www.watchitrot.com

Gardening Gift

By Rosemary Palmer

You have just completed designing your garden and now you're looking for that perfect finishing touch.
What sort of gardening gift could you give yourself or someone you know who loves gardening. The
range of gardening gifts span from the whimsical like garden gnomes to the more practical ones like a
gardening gift set which is good for beginning gardeners.

With all these gifts to choose from how will you find the perfect gardening gift? With this type of gift you
need to think if the person will appreciate a whimsical wind chime, a garden gnome, or a compost
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tumbler and tea maker.

If your friend is new to gardening then maybe they would appreciate a gardening set. A gardening set
that includes a spading fork, a garden trowel, and a hoe to cultivate your soil, a pair of garden shears
and a tool for weeding is the perfect gardening gift, even for yourself.

A serious gardener will absolutely love having a sturdy pair of gloves. When you wear the gloves not
only do you keep your hands clean, but the gloves can provide protection against thorns and other
sharp garden objects.

For a gardener who has back problems using a garden kneeler can take the hassle out of gardening.
They might even start using it for other purpose like washing their cars. Whilst a trowel that is
ergonomically designed can help support the wrist of anyone with arthritis, it can make digging a
pleasure once more.

Every gardener understands the value of putting compost in their gardens. And the best way to get
good quality compost is of the home made variety. Unfortunately not everyone has the garden space
for a compost heap. The gift of a compost tumbler might not seem to be a great present, but it is an
invaluable gardening gift for the avid home gardener.

All gardeners know that to get a thriving crop, the soil in the garden has to be right. How can you find
out if your soil is perfect for that vegetable you're planning on growing? Will your herbs thrive in your
garden? To answer that all important soil question an electronic soil tester is great gardening gift.

These of course are the practical gardening gifts. The whimsical on the other hand are wind chimes or
cheerful garden gnomes. If you're into fantasy then a garden gnome sitting next to your pond will
definitely invite the garden fairies in. Of course you should understand that garden gnomes are
company loving fellows. Therefore when you go and buy your garden gnome, be sure to invite a few
more along just for that fanciful gardening gift.

All in all it does not matter if you're into practical gardening gifts or the whimsical variety. Garden
centers and gardening shops stock many different items that can serve as gardening gifts or gardening
supplies. The perfect gardening gift is yours to choose.

We live in Maui and grow our own fresh organic food.

http://www.professionalgardeningtips.com

Publisher of The Gardeners Handbook −

http://www.professionalgardeningtips.com/gardening_ebook/index.htm
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