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Wine Tasting - A Preference For Red Or White
By Donald Saunders

For many of us wine is something of a mystery and when we are buying wine it comes down to a

simple choice between red and white and what our local supermarket has available in its "special offer"
bin. But wine really isn't such a mystery at all and, in this area at least, a little knowledge can get you a

very long way.

The starting point is to understand the different types of wine available and here we can divide wines
into five main groups.

Red Wine.

Red wine is fermented from what many people would refer to as red grapes but which are in fact more
correctly named black grapes. In the case of red wine the grapes are used whole for fermentation, that
is to say complete with skin and pips, and it is the skin which gives the wine its red color.

There are a wide variety of black grapes available each with its own distinctive flavor which is derived
principally from the soil and climate in the region where the grapes are grown. This, together with the
winemaker's art of mixing, allows us to enjoy a range of red wines from the deep blackcurrant color of
the full-bodied and intensely flavored wines produced from the Cabernet Sauvignon grape to the lighter
cherry and raspberry taste gained from the Pinot Noir grape.

Rosé wine.

Rosé wines are again produced from black grapes but, in this case, the juice is separated off part way
through the fermentation process and at the point at which the winemaker determines that the juice
contains sufficient color to give the finished wine the pink color that he is looking for.

Once again the flavor of the finished wine depends very much on the grape used for fermentation and
some of the finest rosé wines are produced from the Grenache grape. Often thought of as a French

grape, Grenache noir is the world's most widely planted grape and probably originates from Spain. As
well as often being used to produce rosé wines, it is also commonly used as a base for many blended

1


http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com

Wine Tasting — A Preference For Red Or White

wines including such well known names as Chateauneuf du Pape and Cotes du Rhéne.

Blush wine.

Blush wine is sometimes referred to as California's version of rosé wine and is produced in much the
same way as roseé wine. In this case however the grape most often used is the Zinfandal grape which
produces a slightly sweet pink wine which also shows a somewhat blue color. The Zinfandal grape
originates in Croatia but has been grown widely in the US for more than 150 years now and is
considered indigenous to California.

White wine.

Believe it or not white wine can be made from either white or black grapes, as the juice from either
grape is colorless and it is only the skin of the black grape that gives red wine its color.

The flavors available across the range of white wines vary tremendously according to the grape used,

the winemaker's art and the degree to which different juices are blended to create the finished wine.

Dry white wines often come from grapes such as Muscadet or Sauvignon Blanc while richer
fruit—flavored wines are more likely to be based upon the Chardonnay grape.

Sparkling wines.

Sparkling wines, of which Champagne is clearly the best known example, are based upon a dry white
wine. Here the wine is bottled and a solution of sugar and yeast is added before the bottle is sealed.
The sugar and yeast solution causes a secondary fermentation and sealing the bottles at the start of
this process traps the gas produced by this fermentation within the wine to give it its sparkle when the
bottle is opened.

For more information on wine and wine tasting please visit

http://GreatWineTastings.com

today.

Valencia And Wine

By Peter Vermeeren

Valencia is famous for its wine production; many of its wines are exported overseas for use in
restaurants, or for personal use. Valencia's weather climate and soil consistencies form the perfect

conditions for wine production.

Wine is a delicacy to be served with meals and on special occasions. Valencia is well known for its
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fiestas and celebrations throughout the year, so wine is often a part Valencia's lifestyle.

Knowing which type of wine to select with your meal, or to give as a present is important, as you will
want to compliment your dinner with the right wine, or surprise your guest with a wine that suits their
tastes.

Essentially, there are types of wine and all of some of these are more suitable to certain types of foods
than others. White wines usually go well with white meat dishes, such as fish and chicken, while red
wines traditionally go with red meat and pasta dishes.

Generally, there are sweet and dry wines, which can be found in both white and red wine varieties. If
you are looking for a sweet white wine you might choose a Riesling. Leaving the grapes on the grape
vines for a longer period of time makes sweet wines.

When looking for a sweet red wine you might try a merlot, or a cabernet sauvignon, both of which a
delightful sweet red wine varieties. If looking for a dry white wine, you might try a Pinot Noir, or
Sauvignon Blanc and if looking for a dry red wine you might try a Shiraz.

All wines should be chilled either in a fridge, or bucket of ice, prior to drinking, as this allows you to
derive the most benefit from the wines flavors and experience. Also, most consumable wines are
designed to be drunk within a few years from being made, so if you are buying wine for your cellar,
keep this in mind.

Well, now that you know a little bit more about wines, you can enjoy Valencia's wines by making the
right choices. Valencia wines can be sampled in its many restaurants and also at the Spanish Wine
Festival, known as the "La Rioja Wine Festival'.

The "La Rioja Wine Festival' Wine Festival is a celebration of Spanish wines and, during this time,
there are events and wine tasting, dinners and lots of merriment. Valencia also holds many fiestas
throughout the year, which feature food and wine, such as the "La Tomatina' Fiesta and the "Fiesta
Fallas de San Jose'.

Peter Vermeeren is the owner and webmaster of:

http://www.machine—and-tool.com

http://www.about-valencia.com
and

http://lwww.airsoft—got.es
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