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Have you always wanted to write a novel? If your have then the time has come to put pen to paper, or
byte to RAM and actually tell it to the world.

Unless you don't keep up with the trends, and as your on the Internet that probably not you anyway,
then you will already be aware of Stephens Kings decision to write his latest novella in the electronic
format. To me this was no surprise; in fact | was far more surprised that nobody had done it before.

His only mistake may be in the timing. Is the world quite ready for a monitor and a television at the
bottom of the bed?

If its not, it very soon will be with the rush to produce more functional and user friendly palm sized
computers, and when they become commonplace, every single author on the planet will have access
to an audience of billions.

So what do you do? Type out fifty thousand words and that's it!!!! You're suddenly a published author?
Well not quite......

Imagination, creativity and being able to hold together a jolly good plot are only part of the real story.
Transferring that document onto a webpage requires a set of completely different skills. None are
complicated or hard to master, but for the novice many frustrating hours can be wasted learning the
pitfalls.

In this article | hope to pass on some of what we have learned in

creating the caelin day websites to hopefully make this part of the

publishing process easier.
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The very first thing any reader will see is how you present your work, and using poor grammar or
misspelled words, especially on a ‘writers' site immediately presents you to the visitor as being
unprofessional. They don't know you, and if their first impression is that you can't spell then their
second thought will probably be to click away.

Though in reality precisely correct spelling is impossible in a worldwide context. For example American
English can be different from the British style both in written and spoken form, and even the best spell
checking software can "misread (mis'red? Mis'reed?)" an intention. Check to ensure that the words
chosen convey the intended meaning by asking someone else to read the work after it has been spell
checked, and to look for words that may infer entirely different things from place to place, culture to
culture.

New eyes to your page will be extremely sensitive to the way you display your words. Inappropriate,
conflicting, font type, colour, and size will immediately give an impression of a less than professional

page.

Unless it's relevant or to emphasise something, don't use 'fancy scripts', remember that different
browsers support different fonts and less than the desired effect could be shown to your reader if their
machine doesn't have the same text format as yours.

The same goes for colours of font. Be sparing on the use of coloured text and never use contrasts
such as yellow on white, as most eyes can barely read several sentences trying to differentiate the
letters. A good contrast should always exist between the letters and the background.

| believe prose text looks better when left biased, and
centred text kept for works in the poem form, or when needed for effect.

Neither should the sentences be justified, asstretchingo utis at odds with our mental concept of
the written word.

Great wads of text can look daunting and much use should be made of ‘white space’, so unless two
paragraphs need to be closed together leave a single line between them. Two or three if changing
scene, or pace, though avoid using 'double spaced' text as this will require constant scrolling.

Most fiction relies heavily on the spoken interaction between characters, but never let two different
'voices' occupy the same line.

If the viewer is browsing with an older, smaller pixel size screen, they may find it necessary to scroll
sideways. To avoid sentences running on past the right side of the scree | find it preferable to place the
text within a 'table’. This will limit the width, and it also allows 'white space' to the left margin, which
looks far more balanced.

Something that should always be remembered is that that HTML is a "dynamic language”
consequently the scripts and colours that look terrific on your own computer, in your particular type of
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browser, set with your preferences may look like a surrealist dream on someone else's monitor. If you
can, download other browsers to your desktop and view older versions of each, since some people are
still using these.

John Stevenson is administrator of the www.calein—day.com and www.fictionsearch.com literary
websites click here http://www.caelin—day.com/author/directory.html to read the full ebook.
john@mail.caelin—day.com
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Writing non—fiction might be the easiest of all writings, but it's not always the easiest to keep your
readers interested.

When writing non—fiction the best thing to do is research, even when the story is about you, research.
Readers are generally well educated, and chances are, they will know when something is not quite
right. As well, if you are writing a paper for a class or to educate about a certain subject, research is a
must.

On the other hand, be sure to not overdue it. Readers do not need to know why the sky is blue and
why horses aren't used for glue anymore. Give them basic facts which relate to what you are trying to
say.

Another necessity when writing non—fiction, or even fiction for that matter, is using plenty of details.
Details, details, details!!! Readers love details.

Want to write about Susie's new hairstyle? Tell us what the color is, what the length is and how it lays.
It allows the reader to visualize the characters and setting better. Since this is not a movie, this is what
needs to be said.

As readers are the top priority when writing, the reader must know exactly what is going on. Do not
leave the small things out. Do not let the reader wonder what happened between point A and point B,
unless of course it's a murder mystery then things change but for the most part this holds true.

If you have done things story, essay, research project or whatever else you happen to be writing, will
almost be ready. Just be sure to follow some guidelines along the way. Write it in some order, such as
chronologically or "flash—back" style. Just don't lose track of your readers.

If all of these can be accomplished smoothly and researched properly your story is now complete.
Jump up and down and pat yourself on the back because you have done it.

Gary Hess is a writer for
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