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By Thomas Suh
Unlike college application essays, questions for graduate personal statements or admission essays,

are more inclined to ask for career plans and research experiences. Since applicants are already past
the undergraduate years, they are expected to have more concrete ideas regarding what they want or
like to pursue in life. Some universities ask common questions that make the applicants elaborate on
their academic interests or what specific area or discipline they would like to venture on. You might
want to briefly discuss interesting reasons that made you decide to take up a particular field. Say
something about how taking up a certain post—graduate course is an essential part in achieving your
long—-term career goals. When asked about research experiences, relate research topics you've
enjoyed doing in the past. Remember that research is a big thing in graduate school so make sure you
highlight your superb research skills, if ever. Similar to the college admission essay, candidates for a
post—graduate also need to include academic background, achievements, and extra—curricular in their
essays.

One of the several topics graduate school applicants can write about is their field and clinical
experiences. Assuming candidates already have previous working experiences, they can say
something about the practical values they gained in the process. It is best to relate job experiences in
line with your career plans. Avoid mentioning on—the—job experiences which are not directly related with
the field you are applying for. This may give evaluators an impression that you don't have a clear
sense of your goals or whatever it is you want to achieve. Admissions officers want to make sure
applicants are really serious in pursuing post—graduate course and are not merely out to dabble and
leave after a few semesters. They want to admit applicants who may be potential additions to the
university's roster of prominent and successful alumni. Convince them that you deserve a slot by
producing an essay that requires little additional queries. Needless to say, the expectations and
standards of admissions officers are higher for those aspiring for post—graduate degrees.

Writing graduate application essays, in essence, is also very much like crafting a college admission
essay. You should also follow the basics of an effective personal statement like unity, coherence, and
focus. A well-written essay reflects the fact you've allotted effort and time in weaving your essay in the
same way sloppy essay can be a telltale sign that you've done it in haste. Start the statement with a
strong point of entry that can surely grab the attention of your readers. Every sentence in a personal
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statement is significant but make sure your opening paragraphs are especially engaging. If you've
successfully thought of a great introduction, sustain the momentum by polishing the rest of the
contents of the essay. If you were able to craft a successful college application essay, there's no doubt
you could also come up with a winning graduate admission essay.

For more valuable information on MBA Essay and College Admission Essay, please visit

http://www.admissionsessays.com

Things You Don't Want In Your College Admission Essay
By Thomas Suh

These days, it seems that university admission committees think that acing your SATs, boosting your
GPA, and having glowing recommendations are not good enough to guarantee admission to your
dream school. After the entrance exams and submission of other requirements, they still require you to
write a college admission essay. True, the essay is an added work, but it is your opportunity to market
yourself to your dream university. Application essays allow you another opportunity to convince the
school board to accept you. It also gives the board an overview of how you are as a student and
individual. Therefore, the prospect of writing your college application essay must not be taken lightly —
your essay can spell the difference between acceptance and rejection.

Even if a college admission essay is your chance to express yourself, it requires good and effective
writing. Just typing something up does not qualify as an admission essay - this is your best bet if you
want your essay to meet the document shredder. Good and effective writing means that you have to
curb your enthusiasm for self-expression and be on guard about things that have the potential to ruin
your essay. A study on admission essays submitted in recent years show several common mistakes.
These mistakes range from content to grammatical mistakes — the very things you don't want in your
essay.

Most universities provide guide questions for essay writing but you don't have to answer each one in
detail unless they expressly ask you to do so. The questions were just provided to give you an idea
what to write about. But candidates often write mile—long essays thinking that the longer the college
application essay is, the more impressive. This is contrary to what admission officials are saying.
Compositions that are unnecessarily lengthy are thought of as lacking in language mastery and clear
thinking. Lengthy essays often lose focus and become circuitous while too short essays come up, well,
short. Take out unnecessary words like too many adjectives, and instead, focus on using nouns and
verbs. A good application essay should be concise but informative and interesting.

Speaking of being informative and interesting, resumes, SAT scores, and GPAs are not crucial in a
college admission essay. They are not interesting and they do not provide new information about you.
The admission board has your resume and academic records —— they don't need these in your essay.
Brown-nosing and excessive praise for the university do not impress admission officials. They are
great and they know it. They also know what they can do for their students, so you don't have to
remind them. Take all these details out of your essay; nobody needs them. Come up and write about a
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topic that you feel passionate about to showcase your strengths as an individual. An essay about your
stint as a volunteer is more interesting than grade enumeration.

Of course, good writing also means good grammar. College application essays with spelling errors give
the impression of sloppiness. So do essay with errors in grammar and punctuation. Grammar books

are effective solutions for these problems. Write a draft of your college application letter and reread it.
Having other people — especially your English teacher - to read and point out errors is also a good idea.
Revise and rewrite as often as needed and get as many comments as possible. Do this until your

essay becomes concise and error—free.

The essay is about you, your talents, and how the school can benefit from accepting you. Writing an
effective college application essay can be taxing but it can pave the way for your entrance into a

brighter future.
For more valuable information on MBA Essay and College Admission Essay, please visit

http://www.admissionsessays.com
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