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Yankees' Rodriguez to Play in WBC
By F.R.Penn
After several months of doubtfulness, Alex Rodriguez has decided that he will participate in the

World Baseball Classic (WBC), and that he will do so wearing a Team USA uniform. After struggling
with his decision whether or not to represent the Dominican Republic, Rodriguez' country of origin, the
American League MVP came to a somewhat surprising conclusion on Tuesday night, as Rodriguez
posted on his Web site that he would represent the United States in the initial tournament.

NEW YORK —- After several months of uncertainty, Alex Rodriguez has decided that he will participate
in the World Baseball Classic, and that he will do so wearing a Team USA uniform.

The WBC saga of the reigning American League MVP came to a somewhat surprising conclusion on
Tuesday night, as Rodriguez announced on his Web site that he would represent the U.S. in the
inaugural tournament. "Following discussion with my family and agent, the Commissioner, and the
Major League Baseball Players Association, | have decided to participate in the World Baseball
Classic," Rodriguez said in a statement on AROD.com. "In recent weeks, following dialogue with caring
friends and players, both Dominican and American, | reached the conclusion that if | played in the
Classic, | would play for the United States and honor my American citizenship.

"l appreciate the support and understanding of my fellow Dominican players and friends who aided me
in making this decision," he added. "The World Baseball Classic offers baseball and its fans an exciting
new forum and | look forward, if selected, to representing the United States in what will be baseball's
greatest international competition." In mid—December, Rodriguez said that he was leaning toward
representing the Dominican Republic, which would have been his right because of his parents'
citizenship in that country. Just days later, he changed his mind, saying that he would skip the event
altogether as not to offend either the Dominican Republic or the U.S. MLB and union officials lobbied
the Yankees' third baseman over the past few weeks, trying to convince him to play in the event.

Earlier in the day on Tuesday, it appeared that Rodriguez would stand by his plan to sit out the
tournament, even though the Dominican Republic had placed him on its provisional roster on Monday.
USA Baseball was prepared to leave A—Rod off its roster, as union officials informed the U.S. that
Rodriguez planned to skip the WBC. But as the day went on, Rodriguez changed his mind, ultimately
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deciding to represent his home country along with teammates Derek Jeter, Johnny Damon and Al
Leiter.

Rodriguez is one of 52 players on Team USA's provisional roster, a list that includes four other third
basemen: Eric Chavez, Morgan Ensberg, Chipper Jones and David Wright.

"He's one of the best players in the game," said Paul Seiler, USA Baseball's executive director and
chief executive, of Rodriguez. "We'll be thrilled to have him on our team."”
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SEE YOURSELF AS A WINNER
By Sharon Dalton Williams

Whether or not you follow baseball, I'm sure you've heard of
the New York Yankees baseball team. This team won the World
Series three years in a row in 1998, 1999, and 2000, in

addition to the many other wins from years past.

The baseball playoffs were played during October, 2001. The
Yankees made it to the playoffs because of their winning
record during the season. The first hurdle they had to get
over in order to play in the 2001 World Series was the
American League Championship.

When the American League Championship started, the first two
games were played at Yankee Stadium. Teams rarely won on
Yankees' home turf. But the Yankees lost the first two games
of the league championship.

The odds were not in the Yankees' favor. They had lost the
first two games, and they were headed to another stadium in
front of other fans to continue play. Some of the sports
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news coming out already had the Yankees losing the league
championship. A number of teams at this juncture would have
given up hope of winning.

| found it interesting that whenever Yankee players were
interviewed, never once did they even hint that they might
lose. They looked back over their season record. They looked
around at the caliber of their fellow players. They looked
inside themselves. All they talked about was how they were
going to win.

And win they did. They won the final three games of the

league championship and advanced to the division championship.
They eventually made it to the World Series because they saw
themselves as winners.

Here's a million dollar question for you — how do you see
yourself? Do you see yourself as a winner, especially in your
online business?

A winner:

1) Hangs in until success breaks through.

2) Remembers past victories and knows victory will come again.
3) Looks at rough circumstances as opportunities for growth.

4) Thinks success, speaks success, acts success.

5) Helps others succeed.

If you want to make it to the next level in business, then you
will need to see yourself as a winner!

Sharon Dalton Williams is a Christian freelance writer whose goal is to change the world one word at a
time. Subscribe to her weekly column, *From Sharon's Pen,* at http://www.sharondaltonwilliams.com.
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