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Imagine a situation where you have started a great site with exceptional design and high quality
content. Your pagerank of course is zero and you alexa traffic rank is somewhere in the 18th lack or
perhaps more. You want to bring visitors to your site and hence want it included in the search results
but the search bots are taking their own time caching your site. Finally the googlebot caches your site
and you say, what the heck, I am through. But to your dismay you find your site way deep down even
for a non competitive keyword.

You feel a bit down but have the belief that getting some quality inbound links will solve the issue. You
start reaching sites with your link request but alas no one seems to be answering. Of course they want
a link from a site having a good PR and not with a site having a PR of zero irrespective of the quality.
In fact quality just doesn't seem to matter in today's internet which is all but pagerank. If your site has a
good page rank you are the king or else no one is ever going to bother about you.

So the only option left before you now is to get links from directories, blogs, forums etc. and hope for
the best. You do your best and wait for a PR update. After months of waiting the PR updates do
happen but your pages get no more than PR3. You feel great about it though thinking 'something is
better than nothing'. Now again you approach sites for a link exchange but to your sheer
disappointment find that good sites never respond to you. All you seem to be getting are links from
relatively unknown and low quality sites. You develop hundreds of low quality links and wait for the
next PR update which seems an eternity to arrive. You have strong faith that for all those links you
established your site will surely get a higer PR, but nothing of that sort happens. Your PR increases but
not more than PR4. Then you realize that PR is exponential in nature. God forbid, you feel like cursing
the PR system but you are left with no choice but to continue racing against the odds to get links. You
become a link maniac getting links from all corners of the internet; after some time you realize that you
are spending considerable amount of time getting inbound links and almost negligible amount of time
on your website. You have not updated content for months now and your visitors are starting to turn
away from your site.
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One fine day you read an article that google has started penalzing sites that resort to getting unnatural
links with an objective to cheat its ranking system. A few sweat drops escape from your face as you
realize you have been spamming guestbooks and giving links to link farms. You also find you have
cross linked with many sites actively taking part in link farms. You also find that you have got links from
free for all sites. All these can lead you into trouble so in a frenzy you start removing links to those sites
after mailing them and explaining them the reason. Finally the PR update happens and you get a PR of
5. You have entered the land of the lords now and you escaped getting penalized. You think, 'what a
heap load of hardwork getting a quality site to rank, I wonder how these junk sites make it to the top?'.
And ask yourself a question, 'Is a site only as good as its PR??' or 'Is the internet only meant for big
shots who can invest considerable amount of time and money on optimization?'. The answer to this is
probably yes which you gulp down with a pinch of salt.
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We're Good at the Things We Like

By Angie Dixon

Read that again. It doesn't say "We like the things we're good at," though that's true as well. No, it says
we're good at the things we like. That statement was made to me just today in reference to something I
hate to do and am not very good at. I just nodded, thinking I'd heard it the other way around, or that my
sister had said it backwards. Then she repeated it and said, "It works the other way around, too, but
we're good at the things we like."

It's true. If we like something we're willing to put the time into it to learn how to do it, for starters. Such
is true with my "hate to do," search engine optimization. Books on SEO make my eyes glaze over.
Listening to someone talk about how to do it makes my ears glaze over. I hate it. It's not interesting to
me, and I'm not good at it.

On the other hand, I'm great at making web sites. I used to do it for a living and still design my own
sites most of the time when I'm developing a site for a business or my personal use. The first time I
picked up a book on web design, nearly a decade ago now, I knew this was something I could do. I
LIKED it. And I'm good at it.

I'm not saying you shouldn't, or can't, be good at things you don't like. I don't like putting away the
dishes or changing the cat litter, though I'm good at both those things.

What I'm saying is if you hate something, and you're not good at it, maybe it's time to stop beating
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yourself upside the head and find a way around it. Hire someone to do it. Barter with someone to do
it−−you do something they hate and are not good at. Do something else instead. Or learn to like it and
get good at it.

So the next time you're doing something you hate, and feel you're not doing a good job, remember it's
not your fault. We're good at the things we like.

Angie Dixon helps small business owners get their acts together. She is a personal development coach
specializing in helping people integrate their home and work lives so they feel less stretched and more
balanced. Get her FREE EBOOK on balance at

. For questions or

to discover how coaching can change your life, contact Angie at

.

You are free to use this article in ezines, web sites and print publications. If you do use it, please send
a quick email to

. Thank you.
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