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By Briana Liebmann

A hearing aid is an electronic device which is inserted into the outer ear canal. It works by amplifying
and clarifying sound waves in order for the patient to experience louder and clearer hearing.

When sound enters the hearing aid, this amazing little device will receive the sound through a
microphone and convert it into an electrical signal. This signal will then be amplified and then projected
through a speaker into the ear.

Before choosing a hearing aid, consult with your doctor on the right hearing aid for you. After a
diagnosis, if you are in need of a hearing aid, your doctor will prescribe one of four different types of
devices:

1. In—the—Ear (ITE): These little gadgets hide inside the outer ear and serve relief from mild to severe
hearing impairments. ITEs are usually pretty durable but can be damaged by ear wax, drainage and
any other liquids.

2. Behind—-the—Ear (BTE): These devices are fitted behind the ear and are connected to an earmold
which is hidden inside the outer ear. This type of hearing aid is usually worn by people with mild to
profound hearing loss and can also be damaged by ear wax and/or drainage.

3. In-the—Canal (INC): Fully customizable and available in two sizes, people use this device for mild to
moderately severe hearing impairment. these devices are so small, they easily fit completely inside the
ear canal. Unfortunately, they are difficult to remove or adjust and are not recommended for young
children.

4. Body Aid: This device is strictly for people with profound hearing loss. The aid itself is worn on a belt
or in a pocket and is connected to the ear by means of a wire. this is not usually recommended
because of the size but is very effective because of the many more options it allows.

Many hearing aid providers are available online. although, some considerations should be thought of
before buying hearing aids such as design, cost, refunds, warranty, and customer service. We
recommend browsing around for the best deals and the best business suited to your personal
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preference.
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BTE HEARING AIDS
By Martin Smith

Behind the ear, also known as BTE, hearing aids are far and away the most commonly used type of
hearing aid. These hearing aids are also what most people picture when hearing aids are mentioned.
The electronics which make a BTE hearing aid function are housed in a plastic case which fits behind
the ear and has a tube that connects it to an ear mold which fits in the ear canal.

They are designed to accommodate the entire spectrum of hearing losses, from the mild to the severe.
Although they are more conspicuous then hearing aids that fit entirely in the ear canal, they have a
number of benefits that appeal to a wide variety of hearing impaired individuals. In addition, BTE
hearing aids come in a number of sizes, shapes and colors. So some behind the ear models are much
less conspicuous then others.

Since behind the ear hearing aids are larger then their completely in the canal, or CIC, counterparts,
they can more easily house a bigger amplifier and much stronger battery and therefore may be
especially beneficial to individuals with a more severe hearing loss. BTE hearing aids are also rather
versatile in that they come in the most traditional analog style as well as in the recently popularized
digitally powered style of hearing aids.

When budgetary constraints are an issue, behind the ear devices definitely win out over hearing aids
which fit completely in the ear canal. Due to their larger size, other groups of people to whom BTE
hearing aids have more appeal then CIC models include the elderly, arthritis sufferers and others with
fine motor control disabilities and related issues.

Finally since CIC models necessitate the wearing of a heavier device in the canal then just the
lightweight ear mold attached to BTE hearing aids, there tends to be less ear canal irritation with the
former.
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In the late 1800s the first commercially manufactured hearing aids were patented and became
available to the public. The first behind the ear hearing aids came on the scene over fifty years ago.

Prior to this, hearing aids were basically amplifiers worn somewhere on the body and these were
heavy and expensive, due in part to rapid battery consumption. With the advent of the smaller junction
transistor in 1952, widespread BTE hearing aid use became more of a reality.

Due to improvements in the technology of circuitry,1964 saw another boom in use of BTE devices and
the use of body worn hearing aids dropped to less then twenty percent. By 1972 prototypes for

hearing aids which could be programmed to a variety of listening situations, were being created. The
following twenty years showed continued improvements and advances in hearing aid technology.
Volume controls were added to most behind the ear devices in the 1990s and digital hearing aids
started appearing in the mid nineties. There has been continued new arrivals in the hearing aid world
since then such as remanufactured hearing aids, disposable hearing aids and over the counter hearing

aids. Who knows what the future of behind the ear hearing aid technology holds, the possibilities are
endless.

Martin Smith is a successful freelance writer providing advice for consumers on purchasing a variety of
Hearing Aids
Hearing Aids Manufacturers

,and more! his numerous articles provide a wonderfully

researched resource of interesting and relevant information.
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