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Your Perfect Golf Vacation - Step Two

By Randall Ulbricht

You are only going to have one major golf vacation with your pals per year. Make it the best
possible by designing it yourself. Forget the standard golf package and do it yourself.

In our last article we got to the minus two months point of your schedule. You have researched and
found the ideal location, picked out the perfect house, sent out the word to your pals, and settled on the
dates. By this time, you should have a confirmed group, any of which would just as soon lose their right
arm as miss the event.

Let's lock in the rental house. You DO need to get this done as early as you can. If you are setting up
your vacation during the off-season like | do, you are in the driver's seat. Talk directly to the property
manager and negotiate a better rate. Here is a summary of my discussion a few weeks ago.

"Hey, Tiffany. Randall here. It's that time again but our group is smaller. We really like the house at ...
but it is more than we need. We will be staying a full week. | figured the owner would rather have a bird
in the hand and rent the house for a full week instead of taking the chance of renting it for just a couple
days or not at all. We can afford $xxxx. | can pay you today."

The result of this little conversation was that she immediately lopped twenty percent off the advertised
rate! You will never know until you ask. Shoot for about a thirty percent reduction and go from there. |
slapped the deposit on my credit card and emailed the group. (Yes, | was looking for praise.) You can
dust off the smaller details like arranging linens (if not provided in the rate) and final payment later.

Time to grab tee times. What | recommend is setting up early morning tee times for each day. You will
have to get up earlier than you may like, but scheduling tee times around 8:00 to 8:30AM will
accomplish several things, including:

Being close to first off the box on rain or frost delays (allowing a second 18).

Finishing your round early enough to grab a second 18 with lunch in between 18's.

Allowing easier to change to later tee times if desired rather than to move them earlier.

Over the Internet and by talking with local pros on the phone, you have come up the courses you want
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to play. As with the house, you DO need to get this done as early as you can so that you can get the
tee times you want. When scheduling tee times, | prefer talking directly to the head pro. In general, you
will find more flexibility on prices. Other bonuses like getting a second set of tee times while only
paying for a replay fee are easier. The head honcho is also more likely to bend the rules to allow
advanced tee times if you are beyond the time window normally allowed.

Granted, this may be your first time in the location you picked, but you can use about the same
language as | do. | have just locked in our tee times for February. | associate myself with a golf course
to let them know | am a "player" and the pros seem to be more deferential in talking with a "player".
Here is a summary of a standard call:

"Hey Bucky, Randall from Snee Farm here. It's getting to be that time of the year again for our annual
golf vacation. You have always treated us so well and given us such a great rate in the past. The guys
love the challenge of your outstanding spread. | was just wondering if you fit us in again on February

23rd. We are looking to play 36 and would appreciate anything you could do for us."

With that or something similar as an opener, | forecast that you WILL get a great rate from most of the
courses. Don't make a second set of tee times at this point unless you get them for just the replay fee.
If you are playing during the on—-season and want to play 36, you may have to make and pay for a
guaranteed set of afternoon tee times. Some of the courses may have events already scheduled when
you want to play that particular course. You may have to juggle this slightly and change already made
tee times, so complete your tee time set up within a couple days.

Now you have your group, your house and your tee times. It is time to get down to real business. Now
is the time to get the financial commitment. Send an email spelling out the accommodations and the
tee times. Ask for your troops to send you at least half of what the final cost per man will be. Our total
per man is normally around $900 for all the lodging, transportation, golf, food and beverages for the
week.

Dining. In general we fix whatever breakfast we personally want, make sandwiches to eat between
rounds, and fix our own gourmet supper (with loads of snacks to wreck our appetites during the entire
day and night). You can see our 2006 evening meals by clicking on 2006 Schedule at the sample
website

www.eye—mind-tricks.com/golf

. To support all this, you will need to know what the group wants

and prepare a shopping list. This year, | used a free survey website and built a fill-in—-the—blank survey
for the troops. You can see that at:

www.surveymonkey

DOT com/s.asp?u=256691624905 (remove
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the "DOT" and inserta ".")

You can use surveymonkey like that or ask the same questions in an email. To give you an idea of
what your shopping list will look like for a group of eight and assuming you follow our general plan, |
put a close copy of last year's shopping list at the above eye—mind-tricks website. Substitute the word
"shop" for "golf" to see it. With your shopping list built, you will either grab the goodies before the
flights of the group arrive if you live locally, or have the troops assist on the way to your house.

You are now at the minus one month point of building the perfect golf vacation. The next article will
provide recipes, administration details, entertainment ideas, and odds and ends.

Randall Ulbricht is a retired Nuclear Submarine Officer. He currently works from home sharing
information via several web sites, including:

Article Outlet
Knowledge

Eye Mind Tricks
Family Tree Templates
and
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Take A Vacation At The Best Golf Resorts Of The World
By Barney Garcia

More and more people are now turning to Golf because it allows them not only to enjoy the game, but
also to relax in the pleasant environments that some of the golf resorts offer. Some of the golf resorts
are indeed very attractive and provide a unique experience to the visitors. If you are thinking of taking a
golf vacation, you can choose from some of the best golf resorts listed below.

The Sedona Golf Resort
The Sedona Golf Resort, situated in the Sedona Mountain Range is a magnificent 71 course golf resort
that has been consistently rated with four stars. It is one of the most spectacular golf courses in the

world and provides the golfers and tourists with unforgettable golf vacations.

Biltmore Spa and Resort
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This golf resort is an excellent place for golf vacations and has been a host to most U.S. Presidents. It
iS not easy to get reservations at this resort during late October to May, but in summer it is not difficult
to get reservations due to the extreme heat at that time.

Las Vegas

Las Vegas offers much more than merely excellent golf resorts. The Golf vacation packages offered by
some entrepreneurs include access to the best golf courses, lodging facilities at comfortable hotels,
tickets to shows, and unlimited enjoyment at the various casinos. Most of these packages also include
round trip airfare making them literally all-inclusive.

Cancun Golf Resort

The Moon Palace is the most impressive golf resort in Cancun, which is famous for its golf resorts. A
vacation at the Moon Palace is indeed once-in—a-lifetime experience.

Hawaiian Golf Resorts

Perhaps the most beautiful Golf resorts are situated in Hawaii. Besides enjoying the game of Golf, you
can enjoy the beauty of Hawaii with the help of rainforest courses that are offered.

It is very important to make the right choice if you want to see some of the most spectacular golf
resorts in the world. Moreover, you must also choose the golf resort where you can take your family
and can also get away from the mundane routine of everyday life.

Barney Garcia writes about various golfing, golf vacations and golf resort topics. For more info visit:
http://www.golf-resorts—now.info/

and

http://www.golf-resorts—online.info/
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