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Does this sound familiar?

You return from vacation and the first thing you do is call or email your best friend. You are brimming
with exciting news, practically bursting to give a full report on the adventure you just enjoyed. And for a
couple of days or weeks, you become the authority on diving in Turks & Caicos, skiing in the Alps, wine
tasting in Tuscany or trekking in Nepal.

People ask you questions, drool over your photographs, beg you for recommendations on where to
stay or eat or shop or hike... And it's fun.

You enjoy being able to share travel experiences with your friends, and they love getting the inside
scoop. And let's face it, you love to prolong your vacation "high" by reliving it in stories, anecdotes,
photographs and recommendations.

Well what if you could get published for doing it? What if millions of people around the world could
have the opportunity to share in your experience?

e−Margaux.com just launched e−Marginalia, a quarterly 'zine for you to share your travel adventures.
You are invited to submit compelling chronicles from your adventure travels, and the best original
stories and photographs will be published. At the end of each quarter the authors of the three most
popular stories are rewarded with cash prizes to celebrate their well−earned fame. Fame and fortune
(albeit a rather small fortune) on e−Margaux.com!

And why not? The appetite for intriguing, well−written (and well photographed) travel stories is virtually
insatiable. e−Margaux site visitors want adventure. They want authentic. They want relevant. They want
eccentric and quirky and funny. Most of all, e−Margaux.com attracts visitors who yearn for REAL
experiences from REAL people.
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You up to the challenge? The storytellers featured at http://www.e−marginalia.com are! e−Marginalia
showcases stories from a diverse group of travelers. Adventurers, sybarites, sophisticates and
romantics. Wanderers all −− wayward or cerebral, focused or quixotic −− these travelers have returned
with stories to enrapture and transport us. At least until we sally forth on our own adventures.

Zealous traveler, intrepid flâneur, undisciplined storyteller, peripatetic teacher, sometime athlete, hack
fly−fisherman and pipe−dreamer, George Davis is the Editor of e−Marginalia,
http://www.e−marginalia.com , an eccentric travel 'zine published by e−Margaux.com.

Cheap Travel

By Emma Tucker

Years ago, the words 'cheap' and 'travel agents' would rarely be used in the same sentence. People
paid big bucks for their holidays, but since the growth of the Internet, the whole industry was turned
upside down.

Travel agents pricing has lowered dramatically to compete in the worldwide environment. Anyone who
can afford a vacation or a business trip has access to Internet, and is now more capable than ever of
sourcing a good deal. There are hundreds of thousands of sites dedicated to travel, allowing anyone to
quickly and simply book their travel arrangements on their own, for little cost.

Additionally, hotels and airlines have raised their prices as far as travel agents are concerned, because
they now have the facility, and actively encourage consumers to directly book through their websites.
As a consequence, travel agents have lowered their prices by some margin to compete, resulting in
cheaper travel for the customer at the end of the day.

And just because the travel agents are charging less doesn't mean the quality is any different from how
it used to be. Actually many travel agents, offer better service as well as lower prices to attract more
business and retain existing customers.

For example, they may organize activities on your behalf. If you're going somewhere tropical, they
might book your scuba diving lessons, or if you're skiing they can organize a great deal on lift passes.

And what's more, they can still provide loads of handy information about the places you are going to
that you can't find online, for example about company/hotel reputations. Also, they are good sources of
local information like languages, customs and weather, not to mention currency and time−zones. They
can give you a personal insight into your destination which you will struggle to find on a Google search.

The travel agents don't just provide these services; they also arrange and fix everything, tailored to
your requirements. In a nutshell, you tell them what you're looking for, and they make it really happen.
If you're looking for the best price for your flights, you might have to look around loads of different
websites to hunt for that bargain.

Even the cheapest agents have access to the best deals. They could really save you a great deal f
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time and money, and can scout out the best of the constantly changing hotel and flight prices on your
behalf.

If you simply don't have time to do your homework, look towards a travel agent to do all the legwork on
your behalf, and get you the best possible deal for your vacation.

Emma is the editor of a top

website, and she also runs a site about
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