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It seems that Apple is in talks with Sirius Satellite Radio to make their streaming broadcasts available
on the iPod. This is something that a lot of online music fans have been looking forward to for some
time. Satellite radio customers love the music variety because they can go for days without hearing the
same songs on rotation. This is in stark contrast to commercial radio stations, where you can hear the
same song every couple of hours and on multiple stations in the same market.

Many think this pairing is just a rumor since iPods are not designed for this type of function and it would
probably require a much larger hard drive and a much larger iPod case to be able to carry the streams.

Another functionality that would also require some tweaks is the ability to record satellite stream
directly onto the iPods. The whole purpose of the iPod is the storage capacity and the ability to make
music portable.

Even if satellite broadcasts were available, if the storage functionality is not included, customers could
easily turn away from it and back to streaming radio only.

Since iPods are in short supply right now because so many customers are trying to get one, imagine
what the market frenzy would look like if you add radio transmission receivers onto it.

Both XM Satellite Radio and Sirius Satellite Radio with over 4 million subscribers have been looking
into ways that they can merge their popular streaming radio functionality with a host of gadgets to give
their customers more options and to expand their subscription base.

The iPod seems like a natural fit. Rumors of a partnership between the satellite radio companies and
Apple computers have been rampant after several telling signs by executives of both companies at
various computer industry shows.

Online tech guides and skeptics are critical, but hopeful, since there is no clear mechanism right now to
add the radio transmission function onto an iPod and still maintain the same compact look and feel of
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the iPod. In addition, it would take some time to develop the product, test it and bring it to market.

Then it would have to attract the attention of both Satellite radio customers and serious iPod fans to
prevent each party from losing the market share they are hastily trying to capture.

There is some overlap between iPod customers and Satellite Radio customers especially in the ability
to adapt to new technology. What is unclear is if streaming radio fans, and download happy fans are
part of some larger online music tribe that anyone can tap with new gadgets.
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If you are looking for digital music downloads, you want to start with the big music services. They
usually have the largest legal catalogs and sometimes even their own music player to help you store
and manage your play list.

If you go to a store like iTunes for example, not only can you get your digital music downloads, but you
can download the iTunes music player filled with lots of cool features to help you manage your music
list. There are also lots of other file sharing applications that you can use to search for items that might
be harder to find like out of date albums, movies from other time periods like the 70's, 50's or even the
40's etc.

The best thing about getting you download online is that it is much easier to manage all of your music.
If you get an mp3 player for example, you can fit up to 10,000 songs on this one little piece of
equipment. No more ugly racks in the living room filled with rows and rows of CD cases.

It also gives you the ability to mix and math your songs as you see fit. This is a good way to make sure
that you enjoy a little bit of your music collection every day.

You don't want to get so overwhelmed with huge stacks of CDs lying around that you just listen to turn
around and list to the CD that is closest to your computer station. Branch out and enjoy millions of
digital music downloads online via mp3 or radio streams. That's a pretty good deal to me.
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